Preliminaries
To sharpen the questions a little, let's look a bit more closely at the notion of a "customized science". Stenmark suggests, in Chapter 1, that A customized science is, roughly, a science built according to, altered to, or fitted to a particular group's specifications-that is, the group's needs, interests, or values, its political ideology, or worldview. It is a science governed not merely by epistemic goals, such as increased knowledge and explanatory power, but also by nonepistemic goals, such as economic growth, sustainable development, the equality of women, the end of religion, or the glory of God (p. 2).
Three things follow rather directly from this definition. One is that customization is a matter of degree, so that rather than simply ask whether science should be customized or not, we may be well advised to ask which forms of customization are possible and legitimate in relation to some specific group, and certain particular purposes. If we see science not just as a body of theories and/or beliefs, but as a social practice governed by certain explicit and implicit norms, including epistemic norms, then it follows that science is not like a dough that can be formed ("customized") into just any shape some group wishes-at some point, we are not talking about science anymore in the sense that we have historically come to understand that phenomenon in the Western hemisphere. There are a lot of beliefs, rules, and values that constitute science, and although they are historical products that change over time, this is not to say that we can change them all at once, or make just any interpretations of the theories and data currently accepted (see Kuhn, 1970; Polanyi, 2009 ) Yet this fact in no way rules out that science might be controlled and directed (i.e. customized) in a number of ways, and that this may be a natural process as we seek to integrate the findings of science with other things we take ourselves to know. In that respect, we can say that customization is going on all the time and takes different forms depending on the larger worldview into which we seek to integrate various scientific findings.
The second thing that follows is that customization can be unconscious, but also conscious in the sense that the values used to customize science are clearly articulated and expressed. It can also be either internal
